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Abstract 

Ethiopia is country of ancient heritage, tradition and culture. Tigray region of Ethiopia 
has got a lot to offer in terms of heritage tourism. A tourist can rediscover another 
heaven on earth in its diverse and unmatched destinations. The world is unaware of 
them and it is unexplored. This paper is an attempt to study unexplored heritage 
tourism of Ethiopia. It focuses to identify heritage tourism destinations of Tigray region 
of Ethiopia. It will also help to determine how heritage tourism destinations of Tigray 
region can be economically significant for the country. Qualitative techniques such as 
observation and content analysis have been used for the collection of primary and 
secondary data. Observation facilitated the primary data that has been reflected in this 
study by author’s visit to different unexplored areas of Tigray region of Ethiopia. The 
infrastructure for tourism is still in its infancy. The potentially rich tourist destinations 
are not able to attract international tourists due to lack of awareness, unskilled 
manpower and poor destination management. A lot of effort from all stakeholders is 
required to get tourist influx.  
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Introduction 

Ethiopia is an ancient country with a rich heritage and cultural diversity (Levine, 2004). 
This diversity includes tangible and intangible heritage. It has both traditional and modern 
cultural expressions, languages, and centuries-old knowhow in handicraft production (Ben-
David & Good, 2008). Ethiopia’s cultural industry is perhaps one of the oldest in the world 
and is exceptionally diverse (Karbo, 2013). The other intangible heritage of Ethiopia 
includes ceremonies, festivals, celebrations, rituals, and other living expressions (Tarsitani 
& Tarsitani, 2010). There are eight cultural and natural heritage sites listed on UNESCO'S 
World Heritage Site. This certifies the outstanding universal value of Ethiopia's heritage 
(UNESCO, 2015). Its cultural landscape is further enhanced by the representation of 
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numerous religions including Christianity, Islam, Judaism, and other traditional religions 
(Jenkins, 2011). The peaceful coexistence of these religious communities for centuries is a 
testament to Ethiopia’s social cohesion (O'Brien and Palmer, 2016). Moreover, Ethiopia is 
a land endowed with immense biodiversity (Barth, 1998). Safeguarding, harnessing and 
promoting these assets would enable Ethiopia to get international tourist influx for the 
socio-economic well being of its people (Dudley, 2009). 

With an estimated population of 95 million - 2015, Ethiopia is the second most 
populous country in Africa (Fekadu, et al, 2015). Culturally, the population is diverse 
constituting more than 80 ethnic groups (Baird, 2014). The diversity and unique features of 
Ethiopia’s ethnic identities and culture have been used to market tourism with some 
success (Abbink, 2007). The highly diverse physical environment, climate, flora and fauna 
have also been important attractions for both domestic and foreign tourists (Engedayehu, 
2010). Ethiopian tourism promotional pictures have used these spectacular features to 
attract visitors (Schiavon, et al., 2013). The Imperial government wove the history of 
Ethiopia’s statehood. Monarchical system is from the time of Queen of Sheba and King 
Solomon whose liaison resulted in the birth of Minelik 1st. He is reputed to have brought 
the True Cross on which Christ was crucified to Ethiopia (Abbink, 1998).  The promotion 
of exotic places and people were part of the trajectory of the tourism trade (Kidane, 2015). 
There is a lot of potential for tourism in Ethiopia due to its ancient heritage, tradition and 
culture (Breen, 2007). It has also got diverse and unmatched collection of tourism 
destinations (Mercier & Lepage, 2018). The infrastructure for tourism is still in its infancy 
(Belete, 2016). The efforts are being made at both Government and Private sector level to 
develop tourism infrastructure in the country (Aerts, et al., 2016).  However, its potentially 
rich tourist destinations are not able to attract international tourists due to lack of 
awareness, unskilled manpower and poor destination management (Tilahun, 2017). 

 
Objectives of Study 

i) To study unexplored heritage tourism in Ethiopia. 
ii) To identify heritage tourism destinations of Tigray region of Ethiopia. 
iii) To determine how heritage tourism destinations of Tigray region can be       
economically significant for the country. 
 

Research Methodology 
This paper has been prepared based on qualitative approach. Observation and content 
analysis have been used for the collection of primary and secondary data. Observation 
facilitated the primary data that has been reflected in this study by author’s visit to different 
unexplored areas of Tigray region of Ethiopia. Secondary sources such as journals, 
periodicals, reports, books, relevant websites, project reports, thesis and annual reports of 
governments and non- organizations, etc. were also utilized for the study. 
 

Review of Literature 
Tourism is the movement of the tourists from one place to another place (Boniface et al., 
2016). It is the temporary short-term movement of people to destinations outside the place 
where they normally live & work. It includes the activities they indulge in at the 
destination as well as all facilities and services specially created to meet their needs 
(UNWTO, 2016). Tourism does not only mean traveling to a particular destination but also 
includes all activities undertaken during the stay (Vanhove, 2017). It also includes day visit 
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and excursion (Alemneh, 2016). The movement of people can be in home country or to the 
foreign destinations for the tourism purpose (Arunmozhi et al., 2013). 
 
Heritage Tourism 
Heritage Tourism is one sector that shall propel growth, contribute foreign exchange, 
enhance employability and result in community development (Meskell, 2014). The most 
important dimension of heritage tourism is the cultural exchange among various 
nationalities that visit the country and the cross-cultural interface that shall pave the way 
for universal peace and harmony (Mikić, 2012). As on one hand tourism is seen as an 
economic option and on the other side the greater social and human effect (Shankar, 2015). 
There is a vast scope of heritage tourism in Ethiopia (Karbo, 2013). The government 
should encourage local community and private enterprises to promote heritage tourism in 
important areas (Siraj et al., 2018). For developing heritage tourism in such areas, there is a 
need to understand the surrounding environment, demography, socio-culture, economic, 
and political background of those areas to make attractive tourist spot (Breen, 2007).  

Strategic marketing plan for tourism is required with an understanding of target 
customer; their needs and wants and how to match it by providing infrastructure to heritage 
tourist spots (Birhane et al., 2017). Heritage tourism involves “activities and services 
which provide domestic and international visitors with the opportunity to experience, 
understand and enjoy the special values of natural, indigenous and historic heritage” (The 
Australian Heritage Commission, 1999 ; Vanhove, 2017). It includes travel undertaken to 
explore and experience the places, activities, and artifact that authentically represent the 
stories and people of the past and present (Alok, 2017). It is a branch of tourism oriented 
towards cultural heritage (Boniface et al., 2016). It envisages travel to widen one’s 
knowledge, understand and appreciate art, architecture, and heritage (Surebankar & Hadli, 
2010). Therefore, visitor experience is the mainstay of any heritage management process 
(Girma, 2016).  

Traditional management, focusing on the heritage resource, is thought to be 
inadequate.  Traditional approach usually takes an insufficient account of the human 
element in heritage management and the significance of visitors (Hall & McArthur, 1993; 
Alemneh et al, 2016). It has been observed heritage tourism provides unique, educational 
experiences for visitors in authentic settings. So, heritage tourists typically seek out sites, 
attractions, and amenities offering a wide range of experiences (Chaudhary et al., 2012). 
Heritage Tourism includes the activities of persons travelling to and staying in places 
outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year. Tourism for 
leisure, business and other purposes but not related to the activity remunerated from the 
place visited (Girma & Adissu, 2016; Vanhove, 2017). Heritage Tourism is travelling for 
recreational or leisure purposes (Meskell, 2014).  

Heritage Tourism has become a popular global leisure activity (Timothy, 2011). In 
2014, there were over 903 million international tourist arrivals, with a growth of 6.6% as 
compared to 2013 (UNWTO, J., 2016). International tourist receipts were USD 856 billion 
in 2011 (Stavrianea and Kavoura, 2015). Despite the uncertainties in the global economy, 
arrivals grew at around 5% during the first four months of 2015, almost similar growth 
than the same period in 2014 (McLennan et al., 2015; Shankar, 2015). 
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Cultural Tourism 
Cultural tourism is one of the important branches of tourism (Elfert, 2015). The World 
Tourism Organization suggests that more than 40% of all international tourists are ‘cultural 
tourists’ (Richards, 1996; UNWTO, 2016). The Travel Industry Association of America 
has estimated that two-thirds of U.S. adults visit a cultural or heritage site or attraction 
when they travel (Yun, 2007). Based on this data, it has been argued that cultural tourists 
represent a new type of mass tourist who seeks meaningful travel experiences (McKercher 
& Du Cros, 2003). The festivals, traditions, culture attracts tourist to visit the place (Eyobe 
& Hussien, 2017). Yeoman et al., (2012) says that festivals can lengthen tourist seasons, 
extend peak season or introduce a “new season” into a community. Events such as festivals 
do not only serve to attract tourists but also help to develop or maintain a community or 
regional identity (Cultural, 2009).  

Cultural tourism has been defined as 'the movement of persons to cultural 
attractions away from their normal place of residence, with the intention to gather new 
information and experiences to satisfy their cultural needs' (Shankar, 2015). In 2002, the 
international community’s virtually “undivided attention” was focused on tourism and its 
impact on our cultural and natural heritage (Timothy, 2011). “Heritage, tourism and 
development” are one of the focuses of the International Congress in Venice on the 
occasion of the 30th anniversary of the World Heritage Convention (Pedersen, 2002). 
 
Unexplored Heritage of Ethiopia 
Ethiopia is a country of diversity, endowed with plenty of outstanding masterpiece work of 
architectural monuments, Paleolithic cave arts, paintings, scenic-natural landscapes, 
remains of ruin buildings, artifacts, fossils and social practices (Getahun & Yeshanew, 
2016; Parker, 2017). The obelisks of Aksum, the Rock-hewn churches of Lalibella, the 
Royal enclosure of Gondar, The Great Temple of Yeha, The WalledCity of Harare, the 
natural landscape of Semien Mountain Park, the Rift Valley and Afar Depression, Tiya 
steles, a number of Rock Hewn churches are some of major attractions (Mercier & Lepage, 
2018). Mekelle, the capital of regional state of Tigray have priceless heritage resources like 
Atse Yohannes Museum, Adi Haki Martyrs monument, Kedamay and Weyane Market 
(Alemneh et al, 2016). Mekelle is surrounded by plenty of other potential resources for 
religious and cultural tourism (Gidey & Sharma, 2017). Hawzen woreda has got 40 Rock-
Hewn Churches like Abune Yemaeta and Abune Abraham (Debre Tsion) Rock-Hewn 
Churches. Whereas Atsbi has four Rock-Hewn Churches like Mikael Emba, Mikael 
Debreselam, Mikael Barka and Giohergos Agebo (Finneran, 2009 ; Asfaw, 2016). 
Tembien is also known for its Rock-Hewn Churches like Aba Yohanni and natural 
attractions (Ethiopian Tourism, 2016; Abraha, 2018). 

Ethiopian governments have promoted tourism during their tenures (Pratt & 
Tolkach, 2018). The monarchy that ruled Ethiopia for most of the 20th century initiated the 
promotion, marketing and development of tourism as an integral part of the overall 
dynamics of national development (Singh & Belwal, 2008). Ethiopia’s existence as an 
independent country for thousands of years and the diversity of its ecology and culture 
were images that captivated foreigners for a long time (Mitchel & Font, 2018). The 
promotional logo of Ethiopian tourism is ‘Thirteen months of Sunshine” influenced by 
proud and cultured people. It is professing the two major universal religions of the world-
Christianity and Islam with an ethnic religion of Felasha Jewry (Sintayehu, 2017). The 
magnificent iconographies of Ethiopian culture were relayed to the visitor through the 
timeless architectural wonders of Axum’s stele, Lalibela’s rock-hewn churches, Gondar’s 
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Castles, Harar’s medieval walled city and archeological sites. It traced the origin of homo-
sapiens to the Rift valley where the skeletal remains of Dinkinesh (Lucy) and Selam were 
discovered (Kidane, 2015;  Abay, 2017). 
 
Tigray Region 
Author has undertaken tour to various tourist attractions of Tigray region to rediscover it 
and conduct the research study. Hence, this part of the paper provides brief account of 
tourist spot as author has seen and the literature he has referred from different available 
sources. Author has also taken some photos, which have been utilized to recreate 
attractions of those unexplored tourist destinations of Ethiopia. 

The Tigray region has got of plenty old paintings, special architecture; remote 
locations (Woldeyohannes, 2015). There are over 125 rock-hewn churches located in 
Tigray-alone (Mercier & Lepage, 2011). These churches date from 4th-15th century 
(Birhane, et al, 2017). Most of them are situated in the Gheralta chained mountains (Kassa, 
2017). Others are found in eastern and southern Tigray (UNESCO, 2015). Gheralta, 
northwest of Mekelle, the capital of Tigray, is the home of hundreds of  rock churches, 
some of them are famous for their stone workmanship, ancient paintings, and old 
manuscripts, and others are known for their magnificent view and difficult ascent 
(Srinivasan, 2015). The monastery of Debre Damo, situated on a cliff top is one of the 
wildest parts of Tigray (Steyn, 2016). The scenery of Gheralta is spectacular (Williams, 
2016).   

The view of the graceful mount Gheralta and the far-reaching Hawzien plain is a 
rare combination of extraordinary beauty (Abay et al., 2017). From the 7th century, 
Ethiopian Christianity created a series of magnificent churches and monasteries in eastern 
Tigrai (Cannon, 2009). Gheralta territories (adjacent to Tembien, Wombertà e Tsaeda 
Imba) have got churches from the 7th to the 18th century along with scenic view from the 
mountains which can be really unforgettable at sunrise or sunset (Srinivasan, 2015). 
Tourists can also enjoy watching the birds near the Ficus trees or from the rocks (Gidey & 
Sharma, 2017). The Tekla Haymanot church is a short walk away, where they can take part 
in colorful religious ceremonies and visit the ancient zone, carved in the 13th century 
(Tigrai Tourism, 2016). 
 

 
 Mekelle-Capital City of Tigray Region               Hawzian near Mekelle 
                                                (Source: Author) 
Debre Damo Monastery 
Debre Damo is the name of a flat-topped mountain, or amba and a 6th-century monastery in 
northern Ethiopia (Steyn, 2016). The mountain is steeply raising plateau of trapezoidal 
shape about 1000 m by 400 m in dimension and elevation of 2216 m above sea level. It is 
located west of Adigrat in the zone of the Tigray region (Williams, 2016).  The monastery 
is accessible only by rope up a sheer cliff and is known for its collection of manuscripts. It 
has got church building still in original style. It dates back to early Aksumite times 



	
  
6	
  International Tourism and Hospitality Journal (ITHJ) 

https://rpajournals.com/ithj   
	
  

(Ketema, 2016). The beams and ceiling of ancient Debre Damo Church and the monastery 
are beautifully decorated with carved wooden panels depicting lion, elephant, rhinoceros, 
snakes, gazelle, antelope, giraffe, and camels.  A large number of paintings are preserved 
here including a collection of illuminated manuscripts, oldest surviving text fragment of 
Ethiopia (Woldeyohannes, 2015). There are 600 monks and priest living on a mountaintop 
in 150 stone houses leading self-sufficient and sustainable life (Tigrai Tourism, 2016). 
 
Wukro Chekros  
It is a monolithic church in Tigray region of northern Ethiopia in a town called Wukro. 
Wukro Chekros is located around 200 m away from Asphalt road to Adigrat 
(Mohammedshum et al., 2014). Until the 20th century, it was an only rock-hewn church 
known to outside world. It was constructed during the reign of two kings Abreha and 
Asbeha around 7-12 century (Asfaw & Gebreslassie, 2016). The church wall shows sign of 
damage from a fire believed due to 16th-century attack by Imam Ahmed Gragn. 
Churchyard also shows sign of Italian occupation (Finneran, 2009). It has six entrance 
doors which serve different purposes. It has got cross at rooftop which indicates the 44 
stones (Abbay et al., 2017). The church was renovated in 1958, a cement floor was added, 
and roof to the porch was raised, modern bell tower and new gatehouse to the compound 
was built (Gedlu et al., 2014). 
 

 
                                
                              Wukro Chekros (Source: Author)  
 
Church Of Abraha 
The Tigray region in northern Ethiopia is known for the presence of many churches carved 
directly from the rock (Abay et al., 2017). The first rock church of Atsbeha Abraha is about 
50km from the town of Wukro, situated at an altitude of 2200 meters (Asfaw & 
Gebreslassie. 2016). The Church of Abraha Atsbeha was built by digging inside the 
mountain. It is dated back to the tenth century and is the oldest monolithic church of 
Ethiopia (Cowley, 2014). The interior of church Abraha Atsbeha is adorned with frescoes 
dated from the seventeenth century, mostly in excellent conditions, representing various 
saints and biblical scenes. The interior of this rock carved church measures about 60x13 
meters and contains 13 pillars supporting the ceiling (Mohammedshum et al., 2014). It is 
dedicated to the famous king of Axum, who imported Christianity in Ethiopia in the fourth 
century (Tigrai Tourism, 2016). 
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                        Church of Abraha Atsbeha (Source: Author) 
 
Negash Mosque  
Negash is 10 km ahead of Wukro, lies on a plateau commanding a magnificent view of the 
surrounding area (Asfaw & Gebreslassie, 2016). The history of Negash dates back to 7th 
century AD and best known in Ethiopia as a place of Islamic worship (Abbink, 1998). It is 
believed that the followers of Prophet Mohammed had to flee Mecca to safeguard their 
religion and be prosecuted by Quraysh tribe ruler of Mecca (Abbink, 2007).  King Negus 
gave refuse to two groups of Sahabah, companions of Prophet (Abbink, 2016). Later on, 
King Negus also accepted Islam and was buried within the compound of Masjid (Karbo, 
2013). Currently, Negash mosque is reconstructed and developed by Turkish Muslim 
believers (Ethiopian Tourism, 2016). 
 

 
                           
                                 Negash Mosque (Source: Author) 
Yeha Temple 
The temple of Yeha is located 30 km northeast of the town of Adwa situated on main 
Adigrat-Adwa road (Woldeyohannes, 2015). Yeha is famous for the remarkable monument 
known as the temple of the moon (Binns, 2016). Archeological excavation at 200 m 
northeast of the temple site unearthed a series of massive square sectioned monolithic 
pillars and rock-cut graves, pottery, sickles, alabaster vessel (Gedlu et al., 2014; Zerue, 
2014). 
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                                     Yeha Temple (Source: Author) 
 
Aksum  
This ancient city is situated close to the northern border of Ethiopia. The kingdom of 
Aksum was a powerful state between the Eastern Roman Empire and Persia (Phillips, 
2016). It commanded the ivory trade with Sudan; its fleet controlled the Red sea trade 
through Port of Adulis and the inland routes of northeastern Africa (Henze, 2016). The 
ruins dating between 1st and 13th century AD include monolithic obelisk, giant stelae, royal 
tombs and ruins of ancient castles (Parker, 2017). The largest standing obelisk is 23 
meters; exquisitely carved to represent nine-story building of Aksumites other one 33m 
long lies where it fell believed to during the process of erection (Budge, 2014). There are 
series of the inscription on stone tablets in the trilingual text in Greek, Sabaean and Ge’ez 
inscribed by king Ezana in 4th century AD (Gedlu et al., 2014). 
 
St.Mary Zion Church  
St. Mary Zion Church is believed to be the first church on African land built by King 
Ezana and King Kaleb. Both these kings expanded Christianity as the national religion of 
Ethiopia (Cerulli, 2017). The old St.Mary of Zion cathedral was built in 1665 by emperor 
Fasilides and said to have housed Ark & covenant (Getahun & Kassu, 2014). It was burnt 
to the ground by Gudit, rebuilt and destroyed again during the Gragn wars of the 1500s. 
This Orthodox Church includes an icon of Virgin Mary’s son, nine saints and many angels’ 
icons (Woldeyohannes, 2015). Finally, the huge St. Mary Zion church was built by 
Emperor Haile Selase in 1957 (Tigrai Tourism, 2016). 
 
Lake Ashenge 
It is located close to the town of Korem at an altitude of 2440 m above sea level 
(Gebremariam, 2018). It can be reached through main Dessie Mekelle highway adjacent to 
western escapement of Raya valley (Thryambakam & Saini, 2014). It is one of the most 
scenic and fresh water lake in high land of Ethiopia. Lake Ashenge is 4 kilometer wide by 
5 kilometers long with a depth of 15-25m (Gedlu et al., 2014). 
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View of Lake           Ashenge, Aksum and           UNESCO Heritage Site 

                                                   (Source: Author) 
Kafta Shiraro National Park 
It is one of the national parks found in Tigray region at a distance of 1015 Km from Addis 
Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia (Birhane et al., 2017).  This park was established in 
2007 and covers a total area of 5000 sq.km. It is low arid land (Tewelde, 2017). Species 
found here are Kudu and elephant (Ethiopian Tourism, 2016). 
 
Gheralta- The Home Of Rock-Hewn Churches 
There are two rock churches on top of the mountain belonging to Gheralta massif 
(Finneran, 2007). The climb is exhausting but very spectacular. After a strenuous climb of 
almost an hour, one can see the outside of the Myriam Koror rock carved church 
(Williams, 2016). The view from the top of the mountain is spectacular, one of the most 
beautiful landscapes ever seen in Africa. The trek continues along a ridge of rock that leads 
to a cemetery and the tiny church of Daniel Koror (Srinivasan, 2015).  Above a small 
cemetery carved into the rock, there are some graves containing human bones. On the left 
is the tiny church of Daniel Koror, where tourist cannot enter (Williams, 2016). Nearby is 
the monolithic church of Maryam Koror (or Myriam Koror) consisting of 12 columns, 
seven arches and countless frescoes of the twelfth century in good conditions (Abraha, 
2018). Picturesque views inside the church of Maryam Koror are built by digging directly 
to the rock of the mountain (Gedlu et al., 2014). 
 

  
 
Church of Daniel Koror    Gheralata Mountains      Church of Maryam Koror 
                                              (Photo Source: Author)  
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Results and Discussion 
Tourism is one of the world’s largest industries (zvit UNWTO, 2016). The World Travel 
and Tourism Council (WTTC) estimate that tourism generates some 12% of the world total 
GNP (UNWTO, 2016). With studies predicting continued growth; tourism is considered an 
important factor in the planning and management at UNESCO World Heritage sites 
(Mikić, 2012). While no formal data have been collected but, site’s inscription on the 
World Heritage List often lead to a boost in tourist visitation rates (UNESCO, 2015). 
World Heritage sites are an important attraction for tourism (Alemneh, 2016). A 1993 
UNESCO United Nations environmental Programme (UNEP) study showed that most 
managers of natural sites regard heritage tourism a key issue (Elfert, 2015). Interviews and 
surveys carried out by the World Heritage Centre at cultural sites regarding the importance 
of heritage destinations have revealed similar results (Meskell, 2014). 

Heritage tourism is a broad category that embraces both eco-tourism and cultural 
tourism, with an emphasis on conserving natural and cultural heritage (Chaudhary et al., 
2012). It is a category or market segment that includes visits to historic sites, museums and 
art galleries and exploring national and forest parks (Dudley, et al., 2009). Heritage 
tourism, because of the large number of activities it covers, is difficult to define and 
measure (Baird, 2014). In recent years city planners interested in urban regeneration have 
adopted the term to describe many tourism programs, a strategy that has received support 
from business and banks (Belete, 2016). Many other tourism terms reflect environmental 
ethics and local interests Siraj et al., 2018). Environmental preservation concerns have 
given rise to what is known as green tourism, conservation- supporting tourism, and 
environmentally aware or environmentally sound tourism (Gebreeyesus, 2017). Generally, 
such tourism favors minimal environmental impact and emphasizes concern over 
environmental issues (Birhane, et al., 2017). Urban and rural tourism categories have also 
been created (Getahun et al., 2016). However, since few countries have made the 
distinction, quantification has been difficult (Pedersen, 2002; Kassa, 2017). 

Ethiopia has got rich cultural heritage and an element of mysticism, for which 
tourists come to Ethiopia to experience by themselves (Getahun & Dhaliwal, 2017). The 
tourism industry in Ethiopia could be legitimately described as one that is still in its 
infancy (Mitchell & Font, 2017).  Its current low level of development is often attributed to 
changes in governance systems and development policies, weak promotion, lack of trained 
manpower, finance, and knowledge and management capacity (Tilahun, 2017). In 
particular, the sudden and dramatic shift of the country’s political leadership and 
development ideology from Monarchical absolutism and markets to military dictatorship 
and socialism in 1974 had a dramatic arresting impact on both foreign and domestic 
tourism development (Sintayehu, 2016). In 1991, the assumption of power by the Tigrean 
Peoples Liberation Front (TPLF) and the subsequent creation of a broader front under the 
banner of Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) introduced yet 
another major shift in governance and development ideology in the direction of ‘ethnic’ 
federalism and a more market-oriented economic development and management system 
(Tegegne et al., 2016). The highly truncated system of tourism development under the 
previous administration was changed when the new government allowed the participation 
of the private sector and strengthened its institutional guidance through the creation of a 
new ministry of culture and tourism in 2005 (Kidane, 2015). 
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Conclusion  
In spite of a long history of promotion and development, Ethiopia’s tourism industry is in 
its initial stages of development. Changes in governance systems have resulted in different 
social constructions of the role of tourism in national development. Since 1990s, the partial 
opening up of the economy to private investment, the liberalization of national economic 
management and a modicum of political decentralization of administration and decision-
making have contributed to significant growth in both the number of inbound tourists and 
the generation of foreign exchange . Tigray region of Ethiopia has got lot to offer in terms 
of heritage tourism. It has got excellent climate through the year, magnificent mountain, 
ancient historical sites, culture, indigenous art and craft which tourists can rediscover as 
another heaven on earth. Tourism has the potential to be the engine of Ethiopia’s economic 
development. It can rely on tourism for their citizens’ employment. But there is a drastic 
need to develop tourism infrastructure, create awareness, promotion and providing 
information about its attraction as world is unaware about this hidden treasure.  
 

Research Limitation and Future Direction 
This paper is an attempt to throw light on unexplored tourist destination of Tigray region of 
Ethiopia. The study has got its limitation being exploratory in nature and based on 
secondary data. It has utilized observation of author by personal visit to various destination 
of Tigray region (Ethiopia) as primary source. The future empirical studies taking this 
research as a base will help the stakeholders in better understanding of the subject and 
would generate more information. Further research is also desirable in order to increase 
more contributions in this area and to validate the findings of the study. Hence, this study 
is expected to open the door of investigation for future researchers. In future, this study can 
be further developed through collection of data; taking suitable sample size and studying 
various aspect of Tigray region of Ethiopia in order to develop tourism. In turn it would 
surely provide meaningful findings and contribute towards overall economic progress of 
this region of Africa.    
 

References 
Abay, A. Mebrahtu, G., & Konka, B. (2017). Geological and Geomechanical Properties of  

Abraha-Atsibha and Wukro rock-hewn churches and its surroundings, Tigray 
Region,Northern Ethiopia. Momona Ethiopian Journal of Science, 9(2), 182-199. 

Abbink, J. (1998). Transformations of Islam and communal relations in Wallo, Ethiopia. 
In Islam and Muslim Politics in Africa (pp. 65-83). Palgrave Macmillan, New York. 

Abbink  J. (2007). An historical-anthropological approach to Islam in Ethiopia: issues of 
identity and politics. Journal of African Cultural Studies. 11(2), 109-124. 

Abbink, G. J. (2016). Ethiopian-Eritrean studies: a bibliography on society and history, 
2010- 2015. ASC occasional publication. 

Abraha, H., Hadish, G., Aligaz, B., Eyas, G., & Workelule, K. (2018). Antimicrobial 
resistance profile of Staphylococcus aureus isolated from raw cow milk and fresh 
fruit juice in Mekelle,Tigray, Ethiopia. Journal of Veterinary Medicine and Animal 
Health, 10 (4), 106-113. 

Aerts, R., Van Overtveld, K., November, E., Wassie, A., Abiyu, A., Demissew, S., ... & 
Teketay, D. (2016). Conservation of the Ethiopian church forests: 



	
  
12	
  International Tourism and Hospitality Journal (ITHJ) 

https://rpajournals.com/ithj   
	
  

threats,opportunities and implications for their management. Science of the Total 
Environment, 551, 404-414. 

Alemneh, D. G., Rorissa, A., & Assefa, S. (2016). Harnessing social media for promoting 
tourism in Africa: an exploratory analysis of tweets. IConference 2016 
Proceedings. 

Arunmozhi, T. & Panneerselvam, A. (2013). Types of Tourism in India. International  
journal of current research and academic review, 1(1), 84-88. 

Asfaw, G. W., & Gebreslassie, D. G. (2016). Heritage Interpretation and Presentation 
Practices in Tigray, Northern Ethiopia: Cases from the Wukro Tourism 
Cluster. Almatourism:Journal of Tourism, Culture and Territorial 
Development, 7(14), 128-155. 

Australian Heritage Commission. (1999). Draft Heritage Tourism Guidelines–A 
Discussion Paper. Australian Heritage Commission and Tourism Council. 
Australia. Canberra. 

Baird, M. F. (2014). Heritage, Human Rights, and Social Justice. Heritage & Society, 7(2), 
139- 155. 

Barth, F. (1998). Ethnic groups and boundaries: The social organization of culture 
difference. Waveland Press. 

Belete, W. (2016). Policy modalities for support of Ethiopia's creative industries. The 
African Journal of Information and Communication, 2016(19), 59-77. 
Ben-David, A., & Good, I. J. (1998). Ethiopians and the Hmongs: A comparative study in 

cultural narrative from a family therapy perspective. Journal of Family 
Psychotherapy, 9(1), 31-45. 

Binns, J. (2016). The Orthodox Church of Ethiopia: A History. IB Tauris. 
Birhane, E., Mengistu, T., Seyoum, Y., Hagazi, N., Putzel, L., Rannestad, M. M., &  
Boniface, B., Cooper, R., & Cooper, C. (2016). Worldwide destinations: The geography of 

travel and tourism. 
Breen, C. (2007). Advocacy, international development and world heritage sites in -

Saharan Africa. World Archaeology, 39(3), 355-370. 
Budge, E. W. (2014). A History of Ethiopia: Volume II (Routledge Revivals): Nubia and 

Abyssinia (Vol. 2). Routledge. 
Cannon, B. (2009). Investment Opportunities in Mekelle, Tigray State, 

Ethiopia. Millennium Cities Initiative and Vale Columbia Center Working Paper 
Series on Investment in the Millennium Cities: New York. 

Cerulli, E. (2017). Perspectives on the History of Ethiopia 1. In Languages and Cultures of 
Eastern Christianity: Ethiopian (pp. 1-25). Routledge. 

Chaudhary, Manjula & Aggarwal, Abhishek. (2012). Tourist satisfaction and management 
of heritage sites in Amritsar. South Asian Journal of Tourism   

and Heritage, 5(2), 47-61. Cowley, R. W. (2014). The Traditional Interpretation of  the 
Apocalypse of St John in the Ethiopian Orthodox Church (Vol. 33). Cambridge 
University Press. 

Cultural, O. Heritage Tourism Product Research Paper (2009). Queen’s Printer for Ontario, 
70.p. 

Dudley, N., HIGGINS-ZOGIB, L. I. Z. A., & Mansourian, S. (2009). The links between 
protected areas, faiths, and sacred natural sites. Conservation Biology, 23(3), 568-
577. 

Elfert, M. (2015). UNESCO, the faure report, the delors report, and the political  of 
lifelong learning. European Journal of Education, 50(1), 88-100. 



	
  
13	
  International Tourism and Hospitality Journal (ITHJ) 

https://rpajournals.com/ithj   
	
  

Engedayehu, W. (2010). Ethiopia: Democracy and the Politics of Ethnicity, African 
Today.40(2),1993. 

Ethiopian Tourism (2016). Retrieved December 6, 2016 from 
http://www.ethiopiantourism.com. 

Eyobe Mesfin Belaye, Hussien, M. D. (2017). Potential Cultural Practices of Raya Alamata 
People for Tourism Development: Ethiopia Journal of Exclusive Management 
Science.6 (8),1-6. 

Fekadu, A., Medhin, G., Kebede, D., Alem, A., Cleare, A. J., Prince, M., ... & Shibre, T. 
(2015). Excess mortality in severe mental illness: 10-year population-based cohort 
study in rural Ethiopia. The British Journal of Psychiatry, 206(4), 289-296. 

Finneran, N. (2007). The archaeology of Ethiopia. London: Routledge. 
Finneran, N. (2009). Built by angels? Towards a buildings archaeology context for the 

rock-hewn medieval churches of Ethiopia. World Archaeology, 41(3), 415-429. 
Gebreeyesus, M. (2017). Industries without smokestacks: Implications for Ethiopia's 

industrialization (No. 2017/14). WIDER Working Paper. 
Gidey, Y., & Sharma, K. (2017). Tourists Satisfaction in Tourist Destination (A Study of 

Tigray-Ethiopia). International Journal of Research in Finance and 
Marketing, 7(4), 138-151. 

Gedlu Yemane, Nebyar Takele,Yonas Tadele. (2014).Tigrai-The Open Air Museum. 
Tigrai National Regional State Cultural and Tourism Agency, Tigrai Tourism 
(pp.1-49).Mekelle. Ethiopia. 

Getahun, B. T., & Yeshanew, Y. A. (2016). Historical Survey of Tourism Industry in  
Ethiopia and its Potential for Economic Development: The Case of Lake Tana 
Region. The International Journal of Business & Management, 4(2), 421. 

Getahun, S. A., & Kassu, W. T. (2014). Culture and customs of Ethiopia. ABC-CLIO. 
Gebremariam, K. Z. (2018). Edelweiss Applied Science and Technology. 

Getahun, W., & Dhaliwal, R. S. (2017). Satisfaction of foreign tourists in Ethiopia: using 
holiday satisfaction model. International Journal of Leisure and Tourism 
Marketing, 5(2), 163-188. 

Girma, M. (2016). Reimaging Ethiopia through Destination Branding. American  Journal 
of Industrial and Business Management, 6(02), 205. 

Girma, M., & Adissu, B. (2016). Destination Branding: Marketing Dire Dawa as an 
Appealing Tourist Destination. development, 19. 

Hall, C.M., S. Mcarthur (1993). Heritage Management: An Introductory Framework. In 
C.M Hall and S. Mcarthur (eds) Heritage Management in New Zealand and 
Australia: 1-17. Auckland: Oxford University Press. 

Henze, P. B. (2016). The Horn of Africa: From war to peace. Springer. 
Jenkins, P. (2011). The next Christendom: The coming of global Christianity. Oxford 

University Press. 
Karbo, T. (2013). Religion and social cohesion in Ethiopia. International journal of peace 

and development studies, 4(3), 43-52. 
Kassa, H. (2017). Exclosures as forest and landscape restoration tools: lessons from Tigray 

Region,Ethiopia. International Forestry Review, 19(4), 37-50. 
Ketema, L. H. (2016). Shebaxumite. ATL, 1(1), 18. 
Kidane-Mariam, T. (2015). Ethiopia: opportunities and challenges of tourism development 

in the Addis Ababa-upper Rift Valley corridor. Journal of Tourism and 
Hospitality, 4(4). 



	
  
14	
  International Tourism and Hospitality Journal (ITHJ) 

https://rpajournals.com/ithj   
	
  

Kumar Alok (2017). Cultural and Heritage Tourism: A Tool for Sustainable Development. 
Global Journal of Commerce and Management Perspective.6 (6), 56-59. 

Levine, D. N. (2004). Reconfiguring the Ethiopian nation in a global era. International 
Journal of Ethiopian Studies, 1-15. 

Mackinnon D. Cumbers A. (2007).An Introduction to Economic Geography: 
Globalization, Uneven Development and Place. Journal of Economic Geography 8: 
259-261. 

McLennan, C. L., Bec, A., Wardle, C., Becken, S., & Scott, N. (2015). Gold Coast 
Tourism Industry Report: Year Ending June 2015. Griffith Institute for, Griffith 
University. 

Mercier, J., & Lepage, C. (2011). Lalibela: Christian Art of Ethiopia, The Monolithic 
Churches and Their Treasures. Londres, Paul Holberton Publishing. 

Meskell, L. (2014). States of conservation: Protection, politics, and pacting within 
UNESCO's world heritage committee. Anthropological Quarterly, 87(1), 217-243. 

Mikić, H. (2012). Measuring The Economic Contribution of Cultural Industries: A Review 
and Assessment of Current Methodological Approaches. UNESCO. 

Mitchell, J., & Font, X. (2017). Evidence-based policy in Ethiopia: A diagnosis of 
failure. Development Southern Africa, 34(1), 121-136. 

Mohammedshum, A. A., Gebresilassie, M. A., Rulinda, C. M., Kahsay, G. H., & Tesfay, 
M. S.(2014). Application of Geographic Information System and Remotesensing in 
effective solid waste disposal sites selection in Wukro town, Tigray, Ethiopia. The 
International Archives of Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial 
Information Sciences, 40(2),115. 

O'Brien, J., & Palmer, M. (2016). The atlas of religion. Univ of California Press. 
Parker, G. (2017). Monolithic Appropriation? The Lateran Obelisk Compared. Rome, 

Empire of Plunder: The Dynamics of Cultural Appropriation, 137. 
Pedersen, A. (2002). Managing tourism at world heritage sites. A practical manual for 

World Heritage site managers. ICOMOS. 
Phillips, J. (2016). Aksum, Kingdom of. The Encyclopedia of Empire. 
Pratt, S., & Tolkach, D. (2018). The politics of tourism statistics. International Journal of 

Tourism Research. 
Richards G. (1996).Cultural Tourism in Europe. CAB International. Wallingford. [Online] 

Available at: http://www.tram-research.com/atlas (Accessed 16December2016). 
Schiavon, N., De Caro, T., Kiros, A., Caldeira, A. T., Parisi, I. E., Riccucci, C., & Gigante, 

G. E. (2013). A multianalytical approach to investigate stone biodeterioration at a 
UNESCO world heritage site: the volcanic rock-hewnchurches of Lalibela, 
Northern Ethiopia. Applied Physics A, 113(4), 843-854. 

Shankar, S. (2015). Impact of Heritage Tourism in India: A Case 
Study. InternationalJournal of Innovative Research in Information Security 
(IJIRIS), 6(2), 59-61. 

Singh, G., & Belwal, R. (2008). Entrepreneurship and SMEs in Ethiopia: Evaluating the 
role, prospects and problems faced by women in this emergent sector. Gender in 
management: An international journal, 23(2), 120-136. 

Sintayehu, T. (2017). Challenges and Prospectus of Ethiopian Tourism Industry. Global 
Journal of Management and Business Research. 

Siraj, M., Zhang, K., Xiao, W., Bilal, A., Gemechu, S., Geda, K., & Xiaodan, L. (2018). 
Does participatory forest management save the remnant forest in 



	
  
15	
  International Tourism and Hospitality Journal (ITHJ) 

https://rpajournals.com/ithj   
	
  

Ethiopia?. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, India Section B: 
Biological Sciences, 88(1), 1-14. 

Srinivasan, S. (2015). Ethiopia: 'Ger'alta', Ethiopian sacred homeland of Christian heritage 
- a tourismviewpoint. In AllAfrica Global Media. Retrieved June 24, 2015 from 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201506151078.html 

Stavrianea, A., & Kavoura, A. (2015, February). Social media’s and online user- generated 
content’s role in services advertising. In AIP Conference Proceedings (Vol. 1644, 
No. 1, pp. 318-324). AIP. 

Steyn, R. (2016). ‘Saintly’protection of African rulers in the Afro-Byzantine 
orthodoxiconographic tradition. Proceedings Ekklesiastikos Pharos, 2014(1), 208-
219. 

Surebankar, S., & Hadli, Manjunath. (2010). Heritage tourism in Information Age: need of 
historians actine participation,„. South Asian journal of tourism and heritage, (2). 

TARSITANI, B. A., & TARSITANI, S. (2010). Integrating local knowledge in Ethiopian 
archives: music and manuscripts in the collection of Abdulahi Ali Sherif. 

Tegegne, W. A., Moyle, B. D., & Becken, S. (2016). A qualitative system dynamics 
approach to understanding destination image. Journal of Destination  

 & Management. 
Tewelde, F. (2017). Illegal Plant Genetic Resource Trafficking in the Border Villages 

Kafta Humera Wereda, Tigray Regional State, Ethiopia. Agriculture,  
Forestry and Fisheries, 6(4), 130-137. 
Thryambakam, P., & Saini, M. S. K. (2014). Wetland and Eco Tourism–A Case Study of 

Lake Ahenge, Dess’ aa National Forest & Hermi Natural Forest, Region of 
Northern Ethiopia. Journal of Agroecology and Natural Resource 
Management, 1(3), 193-198. 

Tigrai Tourism.(2016) Retrieved December 3,2016 from http://www.tigraitourism.com. 
Tilahun, S. L., Goshu, N. N., & Ngnotchouye, J. M. T. (2017). Prey predator algorithm for 

travelling salesman problem: application on the Ethiopian tourism sites. 
In Handbook of Research on Holistic Optimization Techniques in the Hospitality, 
Tourism, and Travel Industry (pp. 400-422). IGI Global. 

Timothy, D. J. (2011). Cultural heritage and tourism: An introduction. Channel View 
Publications. 

UNESCO (2015). Rock-hewn churches. Retrieved June 24, 2015 
fromhttp://whc.unesco.org/en/list/18. 

UNWTO, J. (2016). World Tourism Barometer. Vol. 14. 
UNWTO, S. (2016). Annual Report-2015. June 02, 

2018  http://cf.cdn.unwto.org/sites/all/files/pdf/annual_report_2015_lr.pdf. 
Vanhove, N. (2017). The Economics of Tourism Destinations: Theory and Practice. 

Routledge. 
Williams, F. M. (2016). Landforms, Monuments and Hidden Churches of Tigray. 

In Understanding Ethiopia (pp. 83-102). Springer, Cham. 
Williams, F. M. (2016). Understanding Ethiopia. Geology and scenery, Springer, Cham. 
Woldeyohannes, H. B. (2015). Aksoum (Ethiopia): an inquiry into the state of 

documentation and preservation of the archaeological and heritage sites and 
monuments (Doctoral dissertation, Université Toulouse le Mirail-Toulouse II). 

Wondowossen, T. A., Nakagoshi, N., Yukio, Y., Jongman, R. H., & Dawit, A. Z. (2014). 
Competitiveness as an indicator of sustainable development of tourism: Applying 



	
  
16	
  International Tourism and Hospitality Journal (ITHJ) 

https://rpajournals.com/ithj   
	
  

destination competitiveness indicators to Ethiopia. Journal of Sustainable 
Development Studies, 6(1). 

Yeoman, I., Robertson, M., Ali-Knight, J., Drummond, S., & McMahon-Beattie, U. 
(Eds.).(2012). Festival and events management. Routledge. 

Yun, D., MacDonald, R. M., MacEachern, M., & Hennessey, S. (2007). Typology of 
cultural tourists: an island study. 

Zerue, K. (2014). Archaeological Investigation in Ahferom Woreda, Tigray: 
Ethiopia (Doctoral dissertation, Addis Ababa University Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
zvit  

	
  


